ASIAN HOPE MISSIONARY
OUTREACH, INC.

TrHE REHOBOTH CHI LD
NEWSLETTER

Every child in a loving and caring family

Volume 7 | May, 2008

A Bright Future

By er/ The

Porti

Jan Druckenmil/l Sacred on (

As the tropical sun beat down
on the audience seated in the

Chinese garden at the
Rehoboth Childre
Ronnie and the other

preschoolers each took a turn
delivering a short speech they
had memorized on what they
want to be when they grow
up.  Their little monologues
were statements typical of kids
that age - dreams of being a
fireman, a pilot, a nurse, a

schoolteacher. As | listened to
their darling efforts at
presenting in English, | , (2

contemplated what these £
childrends futur 5. . D - /
and the role that the Rehoboth : ¥ ';’g‘i
Childrends Home 4 ettt ng < ; -

that course.

This was the first time, since the

inception of the Rehoboth
Early Learning Center, that the
timing of one of my trips to the
Philippines actually coincided
with the annual graduation
ceremony. So, it was fun to be
present for the festivities.
Philippine culture is very big on

pomp and ceremony, even
at the preschool level!

graduated from their
respective levels including
nursery, kindergarten and
preparatory. There were
speeches, performances,
diplomas, and special
awards such

On
April 5, complete with hats
and gowns, the preschoolers

as

Bl ockbuil der 6,
etc. | was given the honor of
oconfirmingo t

Two of the Rehoboth children,
Jerick and Rommel, attend the
private Christian school that is
located on the property
directly behind the
orphanage. So, | attended

0 B @ontihued on page 2
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that graduation ceremony as
well.  Rommel was honored
with an Achiever of the Year

award and Jerick with
Achiever of the Quarter. |
accompanied Rommel to the
stage to receive his award and
Fe, the Deputy Administrator of
Rehoboth, accompanied
Jerick. We felt quite proud of
our very smart Rehoboth boys.

Giving the children a jump start
with their educational
development is a high priority
at t he
Home and an area in which
The Sacred
Outreach has a special
interest. Our focus begins with
the very youngest children.
We know the damage that

can be inflicted upon
chil drends devel
early infancy when

attachment to and interaction

] e

with a primary caregiver is
absent, when children are left
alone in cribs for hours on end

Rehoboth

Porti

and when no one responds to
their needs. We know the
importance of providing
developmentally appropriate
learning environments and
stimulation to trigger the
wiring of brain circuitry for
cognitive functioning. At the
Rehoboth
favorite first learning game

that | see the -caregivers
playing with the infants is
saying, 0O0Open,
shut ¢, t o

learns to respond by opening
and shutting his fist. Although
much of this type of
interaction between the
children and caregivers
occurs spontaneously
t hroughout t he
enough to leave it to chance.
The Sacred

Outreach has been training
the staff on the
implementation of an Active

Learning program. Through
this program, each infant
receives pre -planned
stimulation activities every
day appropriate for his

developmental level. These
activities encompass the
areas of language, motor

development, creative and
cognitive functioning. For the
toddlers at Rehoboth, a
planned activity time takes
place each morning that
includes art activities, blocks
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and manipulatives, puzzles, or
imaginary play schemes. The
preschool age children attend
the Rehoboth Early Learning
Center which is located on the
premises. A full curriculum of
preschool activities helps the
children gain knowledge

Chi | dr e ralfost théiravorlel and develop

skills and concepts that will
provide a foundation for later
learning. The children at

RKRbhoboth whooapeeslementary
whi ¢ h aget hagendb ahk y private

Christian school next door.

Besides laying the first building

blocks of education, the
Rehoboth
the future course of the

children in another important
way .
program ensures that each
chil dbos
only temporary and that they

will move on to that for which

there is no substitute - a family.

This will soon be the case for

Ronnie and his younger brother
Jayson. These two boys came

stay in

Rehobot hds

t

Chil drends

h e



Rehoboth
another
was shut

t he

from
that

down by the Department of

t o
Home
orphanage

Social Welfare and
Development for mistreatment
of the children. They came to
Rehoboth without a history as
the prior orphanage had done
no paperwork or follow

after the boys had come into
that facility. Eden, the social
worker at Rehoboth, has
worked tirelessly with the court
system to get Ronnie and
Jayson declared abandoned

and legally cleared for
adoption, a process that has
taken several years. With the
legalities now complete, we
expect that Ronnie and

_up

Jayson will be matched with
an adoptive family very soon.
With a loving family to guide
and support him, the future for
Ronnie will be bright

- filled with

hope and unlimitless
possibilities. Who
knows...perhaps Ronnie will
become a military
commander some day, Justin
a pilot and Racquel a doctor.

The future lies waiting and the
staff at Rehoboth are
dedicated to setting the
children on a positive path
with good nutrition,
préwenltakrve n thealth
measures, developmental
stimulation and education.
But they also desire for the
children to carry with them
into the future memories that
would be typical of a
onor mal 6 chil
or so after returning home
from the Philippines, |
received some photos via e
mail of the older kids at
Rehoboth o0camp
their summer vacation. In the
Philippines, summer break
occurs during the months of
April and May which is the
hottest time of the year. The
staff
sheets, ropes and even a
parachute in one of the
garden areas at the Home
and the kids slept outside.
Special activities such as
camping out and splashing in
waterfalls provide the type of
fun that make our own

childhood = memories
so special. Children
growing up in
orphanages deserve

nothing less.  School
will start up again in
June. But, for now, the
notebooks and pencils
are set asi
time to just be a kid.
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Our Friends and

Supporters

Child Sponsorship:
Roger & Mary Ann Van Dyken, Carnfen
Van Middendorp, Marvin & Deb Ericlgson,
Larry & Deborah Schulz, Jack & Tan
Devine, Loren & Sandi Van Middendprp,
Eric & Connie Wooten, Jerry & Shawn
Cole, Keith & Julie Heidecker, Marggret
Geist, Jeff Van Dyken David & LoAn
Aardema, Clayton & Gail Wells, Ron
Donna Nauta, Scott & Maggie Walte
Eric Lindeen & Anna Graham, Tony
Rhondda Dunne, Sandra Felts, Stev
Kris Van Dyken, Candace & Thoma
Hinz Rick & Janet Lee, Robert & Layra
Underkofler, Nicole Hamilton, Kathy [yer,
Billie Warford, Mark & Melanie Sparfjam
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General Donations to Rehoboth:
Siloam Christian Ministries, National
Christian Foundation, Tony & Rhondfa
Dunne, Leanne Downey, Robin Zetzpr &
Steven Fladhammer

Gabriel & Asuncion Boratgis, Judith
Worley

Bonnie's Heart Baby Home (Rehobofh
Expansion Project):
Betty Hill, Beatrice & Vernon Tourtelgtte,
Nice Brothers, Inc., Stanley & Lois
Burgard, John & Beverly Tromsness
& Charlotte Peck, Brian & Peggy
Swanson, Edwin & Diane Wolf, Jonafhan
Shead, Robert and Miriam Meischke] Jeff
& Wendy Brown, Rick & Carla Radoyich

Glen

We are so very grateful
for all of you!




The Rehoboth Early Learning Center and the Children of Hope Preschool are two early learning
programs that were developed by The Sacred Portion
Learning Center is | ocated on the premises of t he
children in residence at the Home as well as a limited number of children from the community. The

Children of Hope Preschool is part of the elementary school that serves the children living at the

Chil drends Shelter of Cebu. The Sacred Portion Chi
early learning programs and Jan Druckenmiller wrote the curriculum. Both preschools follow
approximately the same teaching sequence. So, while the children at RELC on the island of Luzon

were learning about magnets, so were the children at COHS on the island of Cebu!
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The children spent a
week exploring and
discovering the
properties of magnets.
They used magnetic
wands to move
magnetic marbles and
paper clips through
water. They played with
puzzles with magnetic
pieces and a magnetic
auto |ifter.
with magnets from the

rocking boat and
wor ked with

or not to sticko©¢

board. Art  activities
included using magnets
to drag paper clips
through  paint  which
made interesting
designs.  The children
also had fun getting their
birds to stick in their
magnetic  trees that
each of them made.
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Elisa Bowe is the contributor for
this article. Elise is a long time
supporter of
Home taking numerous teams
to serve the needs of the
children in a variety of ways.
As Rehoboth enters this
exciting stage
you prayerfully consider giving
of your time and efforts as part
of a work team?

of

Since 2000, | have been
bringing teams of people from
Australia to help Rehoboth

Chil drends home.
The opportunity first arose
when | was teaching at

Southern Highlands Christian
School in New South Wales.
After another trip was
cancelled | rang around youth
leaders that | knew asking for
places we could go. One of
them said that they kind of
had a connection with a
couple who were building a
chil drends
Philippines. | got the phone
number and plucked up the
courage to <calll
with RCH began! | spoke with
Bob and Barbara and asked if
they needed some extra
hands for a week or two and if
we would be any help. They
were thankful for the help and
said it was possible for us to
come.

| flew with the director of the
Christian Reformed Churches
Seasonal Workshops In Ministry

home

é

Anatomy of a
Short Term Mission

(SWIM) group to the
Philippines for a weekend to

t h echeclCduti tHe ghnojech b was

approved and decided that |

would be able to bring a
team in November 2000 and
also take subsequent trips
with BWIM.t h, wonoadt

The first two teams that were
taken to Rehoboth helped

around the worksite. Pouring
concrete, painting, clearing

land, sanding back walls, and

digging trenches were some
of the things we were able to

do. Bob gave us clear
instructions and we were able
to lend a hand. | am so
thankful for the guidance
that Bob and Barbara gave in

those first trips.

Af ter Rehoboth
Home was opened in 2003, |

thought that my time with the
home was over. Now that the
building was done, what else
was there to do? | visited the
Philippines in 2004 on another
mission trip fact finding
adventure. | really felt that
there was more work to do, but
what t hat was I
sure.

| spoke to Fe about the
possibility of bringing a team to
work with the children of RCH.
In 2005 this finally eventuated
and a group of 10 students
and one teacher from
Heathdale Christian College, in
Werribee Victoria (Australia)
came with me.

We spent a week at the
chil drends home,
widneivelr wler ceuld.0Ve mostly
spent time playing with the

i n t he

my journey
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